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give dances in their homes to men and women of their
acquaintances as freely as is done in the homes of other
nationalities. Quite a number have studied in the Con-
stantinople Woman's College, and also in leading Euro-
pean universities. During these years of war, the Otto-
man women have necessarily become involved in political
affairs and have done much to aid the Ottoman Turks;
in this way they have gained a pretest for greater lib-
erty. Today there are more than three hundred Moham-
medan girls working as clerks in the general post office,
as ^well as many in other departments of the government.
There are also many in the shops, acting as cashiers and
in other capacities, endeavoring more and more to enter
business life.

The veil having power to conceal the face has prac-
tically disappeared in large cities, "but from the veil has
evolved a very graceful and becoming headdress which
distinguishes Turkish women from others in the streets.
This strikingly picturesque costume adds an element of
charm to the general appearance of the streets of East-
ern cities, and it is to be hoped that this costume will
never be changed for the less picturesque headgear worn
in the West.

The emancipation of the most advanced Turkish women
is rather of an anomalous character; in some things
ahead and in other things behind what would be found
in other places. As an illustration of the irregular na-
ture of this emancipation, Halideh Hanum, the well-
known leader among Turkish women, received a number
of votes from the vilayet of Konia for the office of dep-
uty to parliament, although her name was not posted as
a candidate for office. In fact, woman suffrage is advo-
cated in the papers by leading women in a society in
which manhood suffrage in any systematized form does
not exist.

As an illustration of the anomaly of home life among